Trip report Spain: Picos de Europa

\&oing for wolf and wild catQ

August 2015Janco van Gelderen




This is a short report of a search for wolf and wild cat and a bit of bear in Somiedo in Spain.
| have written a separate repoatbout two trips for Iberian Lynx in 2015 and 2016.

While focussed for Lynx in Andujar, people told me the north of Spain is goaddarat Especially the area
aroundRiandln the Picos de Europa. So | thought since lynx watching can be quite frust(ainge)this
might be a good alternative and a wild cat is one onlisty So | booked a flight to &tirid and a rental car and
drove to'Boca de Huergar@ast of Riano. | stayed for 6 days in a local hostel.

August is the best period to see wild cat since the gmsse cut and cats hunt in the fields and are easy seen
in open field because of their size

Also | wanted to try for wolves since they are in this area as well. | baaed excuriasfor this with
www.wildwatchingspain.coriThis company arranges eursions to watch wolves. For the wild gau can join
aswell. | tried to work the catsout by myself andt did.

Wild cat:

The wild cats are in the areas where there is cut grassse areaffields are on the roadsidesouth of Boca de
Huergano and also along the roautsrth from Riano (googlmapsPicos de Europa). Early morning an evening
the cats hunt in the fieldasthere are many rodents herdo mention is thattiis difficult stopping by car on
these roadslsothere ishardly anyspace tgparkX also most cats are rather shy. Sometintiesy ran away
before youstop. Butthe good thing is thathere seento be one or two cats that are a litore adjust to cars
and people. These cats aseuth of Boca de Huergano and they stay sometiatesome distance active in the
field. But actually | found out this was not really predictaldeanetimes theyalsoran off. Anyway | just tried
hard by driving longhours in the area and ied for cats when | sathem. Eventually it worked out quit well

with some great observatiorss you can see in this report

Wolf:

The excursion | did witlvwww.wildwatchingspaitcomwere good organised. Yare picked up in 4X4 and driven

to some special locationglere it § just sit and wajtusually the wolves are in quite distant to be seen. We were

not so lucky in this period. | tried 4 excursions and saw only a 1 year old walfdot5 seconds and on

FY2G0KSNI Y2NYAYy 3 (62 ¢ 2 . FNolddat lEeallfegpNdted SnéeQhiey had sdémetimes & S O2 y R
prolonged views heren previous yeardt will depend on the place and year how lucky you are | thinkl Bot

my Iberian wolf sightinga first for Europe for me

To my surprise on my way back to the airpantthe highway to Brgosl saw &big dogkind of animal on the

roadsidein afieldd { Ay OS GKS FNBF A& N}YGKSNI SyLlie KSNB L (K2dzal
saw this was a WOLF!!! | made a quigk risky) stopon the side lane The wolf already walked away mefar

from the road(My camera jammed $#%$#%it)ickily it stopped at around 150 meters aveaginand | could

make some photos. So in the endghrip wasa sucesswith a surprise sighting

Another good thingo mentionwas that there was a fresh wolf kiied deer)not far from the roadn afield
wherel could see somniceclosevultures. | think a not that common sighting

Bear:

| only tried for one evening iBomiedo to watch bear at the watch point which is near Fondos the Vega after
Degana. You cannot miss it since there is a bear watch parking nowagaysbetter read other reports for
bear since | did not see one, but only looked one afterndevgnted to try more for cats so returned to Riano
area.

Red deer:

are seen quit well from viewpoints in the evening and mornialge a road crossing at night


http://www.wildwatchingspain.com/
http://www.wildwatchingspain.com/

As thotography is my passiamy goal is to make a good picture of the mamswhiringthe trip. | hope you will
enjoy this report. Please feel free to commend or ask questions!

Specially | want to thankww.mammelwatching.confor presenting such great trip reports.
Janco van Gelderen

Utrecht, Netherlands (Holland), Europe

info/contact:

e-mail: jancovg@hotmail.com

facebook:Janco van Gelderen, Utrecht area, the Netherlands (feel free to connect!)

internet: www.pbase.com/jancowildlifephotography(for all photographic results of most off my trips)

Wild cat


http://www.mammelwatching.com/
mailto:jancovg@hotmail.com
http://www.pbase.com/jancowildlifephotography




Iberian wolf, roadside view highway to Burgos




Iberian wolf pup, in the middle just left down of the center bustbefore tree line Wild catwith pray under
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Wild cat terrain, cut gassfields Beneath:red deer lake side



