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MAMMALS, AMPHIBIANS, SNAKES and INSECTS  

 

seen in BRAZIL Oct 28 ï Dec 7 2011 

 

 

 
    Stefan Lithner 

 

 

 

 

 
Giant Otter                                                                                                                                                                         Photo Stefan Lithner 

     

 

This report includes a 15 days long trip with a Swedish birding-trip arranged by 

Brasilienexperten AB, Halmstad, Sweden and guided by H-G Karlsson Halmstad, Sweden 

from Oct 28 to Nov 11, and a 28 days long stay as a voluteer in REGUA (Reserva Ecológica 

de Guapiaçu) Rio de Janeiro in the atlantic rainforest from Nov 12 to Dec 7 2011.  

The first, nearly five days we spent in Parco Nacional do Itatiaia with our local guide Ricardo 

Parrini, Birding Rio. The following nine days we spent in Pantanal from Cuiaba to Porto 

Joffre and in Chapada with locan guide André Emas. 

 

The atlantic rainforest is considered one of the most important hotspots of biodiversity on 

Earth. This great diversity results from the variation of climatic conditions (rainy, warm and 

cold in high mountains), what generates a unique series of rain forest ecosystems quite 

distinct from each other. Unfortunately, due to the human impact over the centuries, today 

there are just fragments of preserved native rainforest (Celia et al. Fottea 11(1): 25ï30, 2011) 
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The atlantic forest once covered an estimated 1.477.500 km
2
. Centuries of deforestation has 

seen the atlantic forest become the second most threatened biome in the world. Today only 

7% of the original forest area remains, an area of 100,000 km
2
, and only an estimated 2% is 

still primary forest. Despite the loss and habitat fragmentation, this ecoregion is still ranked in 

the top five of the world's biodiversity hotspots. (http://www.regua.co.uk/). 

Today at least 61 species of mammals, 682 species of birds, 456 species of amphibians, 311 

species of reptiles, 48 species of dragonflies and an unknown number of butterfiles and moths 

are found in the atlantic rainforest. 

 

Parque Nacional do Itatiaia was founded in 1937 and is the oldest national park in Brazil. It 

covers about 300 km
2
, and includes peaks up to 2878 meters.   

Here we did not do any organized spotlighting for mammals. 

 

REGUA's name was adopted in 1998 with the objective to protect the remaining atlantic 

rainforest and biodiversity from deforestation, hunting and over-extraction of natural 

resources. It covers 720 km
2 
of atlantic rainforest with different degrees of cultural disturbans. 

It is situated between 30 and 2000 meters asl.  

 

 

                             
 Parque Nacional do Itatiaia                                     Cuiaba Mato Grosso                                  REGUA  

 

 

Vistors to REGUA are offered to stay at Guapi Assu Bird Lodge and from there make 

excursions in the immediate neighborhood as well as to areas outside REGUA. 

(http://www.guapiassubirdlodge.com/excursions.html). As a volunteer I was expected to 

contribute in guiding guests staying at the lodge. I was invited to join excursions carried out 

for the guests, as long as the guests agreed to it.  

During 13 of these days I went spotlighting on foot, seven before sunrise and eight after 

sunset. I also spent a bit more time searching for mammals during daytime, than I did together 

with the Swedish birding-group. One night I participated in bat-netting, unfortunately in not 

so suitable weather. For detailed information about findings of mammals in REGUA, please 

look under A visit to REGUA Nov 12 ï Dec 7 2011 (see adress below) 

 

Pantanal is a huge seasonally flooded grass-savanna covering parts of Paraguay, Bolivia and 

Brazil. It covers almost 200 000 km
2
. Water during flood-season comes mainly from 

Paraguay River-system, but also water from the Andees contribute to these regular floodings. 

During wet season water level may well exceed two meters above the ground, but during dry 

season roads may well be passable. 

http://www.regua.co.uk/
http://www.guapiassubirdlodge.com/excursions.html
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In Pantanal we went spotlighting for birds and mammals during six nights, five by car and one 

on foot. 

 

 

MAMMALS  
 

Taxa presented in odrer according to Duff/Lawson; Mammals of the World , a Checklist 

2004. 

 

 
 

 
              Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth                                                                                                               Photo Stefan Lithner 

 

 

Southern Opossum  Didelphis marsupialis  

REGUA: In the evening of Nov 24 a specimen came down to investigate one of the 

birdfeeders in the garden of Guapi Assu Bird Lodge.  

 

 

Six-banded Armadillo  Euphractus sexcinctus  

Pantanal: One animal was seen on Nov 8 during spotlighting on foot around 23:00 together 

with Pf Urban Emanuelsson, outside Canto de Arancua Lodge. 

 

 

Southern Tamandua  Tamandua tetradactyla  

Pantanal : One animal was seen daily around Canto de Arancua Lodge, Nov 7 ï 9, and one 

animal was seen in Jamacá Valley in the morning of Nov 10. 

 

 

Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth Bradypus variegatus  

REGUA: One seen at the beginning of the Green Trail on Nov 13. 
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Forest Rabbit (Tapiti)  Sylvilagus brasiliensis  

Pantanal: Senn during night drives, spotlighting during most nights Nov 3 ï 7. 

REGUA: Wetlands; One animal was seen during spotlighting at about 04:15 on Dec 4. 

 

 

Guianan Squirrel  Sciurus aestuans  

Pantanal: The species was seen in PN Itatiaya Oct 28 and Nov 1 and several were seen around 

Canto de Arancua Lodge Nov 7 ï  8. 

This species was also seen in Ubatuba; Refugio do Corsario Nov 30 and Dec 1, and at least 

two specimen were seen in REGUA: Green Trail on Dec 6. 
 

 

 
             Guyanan Squirrel                                                                                                                                           Photo Stefan Lithner 

 

 

Atlantic Forest Oryzomys         Hyaeamys laticeps 

REGUA: Wetlands; In the morning of Nov 24 a smallish, reddish rodent with tail about as 

long as body (HB) and ears well visible ran across the partly submerged short gass area next 

to the dam. 

Using Emmons, Neotropical Rainforset Mammals, Duff & Lawson Mammals of the World, 

photos in Reis et al: Mamiferos do Brazil, and body size (HB), relative tail-length (HB/T), 

size of ears, profile of head, habitat, altitude and geographical distribution easily narrowed 

down the number of possible species to about a dozen. Studies in literature and articles on the 

Internet (> 65) systematically reduced the number untill only Oryzomys capito seemed likely. 

Until 2006 Oryzomys capito was treated as one species. Deeper studies then split the genus 

Oryzomys into three genera (Euryoryzomys, Hylaeamys and Transandinomys) 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys_megacephalus), of which  Hylaeamys contains four 

species: H. perenensis in western Amazonia, H. acritus in Bolivia and H. laticeps and H. 

oniscus in the atlantic forest of eastern Brazil. H. orniscus occurs only in northeastern Brazil, 

while the known distribution of H. laticeps (from Bahia to Rio de Janeiro States, mostly in the 

lowlands) includes REGUA (http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/29404/0 : Range 

map). Size, proportions, colour (old adult), and habitat seem to well match this taxon. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euryoryzomys
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transandinomys
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys_megacephalus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys_perenensis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys_acritus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys_laticeps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys_oniscus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hylaeamys_oniscus
http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/29404/0
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The previously listed Oryzomys capito on the REGUA list of mammals may well refer to this 

species. 

The IUCN Red List treats this speaces as NT (Near Threatened) because it is completely 

confined to a portion of the Atlantic forests of Brazil where the extent and quality of its 

habitat has declined steadily for many years 

(http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/29404/0)  

 

 

South American Water Rat Nectomys squamipes  

REGUA: Brown Trail; One specimen of this somewhat coarse-furred rat sneaked away on the 

almost non-existing edge of the ditch as I enered the bridge about 200 meters from the 

beginning of the trail in the early morning of Dec 3. 

 

 

Pallid Atlantic Forest Rat Delomys sublineatus  

REGUA: In the morning of Nov 28, during a walk guided by Jailson Johaquinho Orlandina, 

(Barata) in heavy rain, a rodent with a body-sice (HB) like an average sized Microtus agrestis 

(Field Vole) which I am familiar with from Sweden, and a tail at least slightly longer than HB 

was seen at the path we were walking on, in secondary rainforest less than 200 meters above 

sea-level. Body size (HB), relative tail-length (HB/T), size of ears, profile of head, habitat, 

altitude and geographical distribution rather immediately suggest the  genus Delomys. The, 

from atlantic rainforest recently described Drymoreomys albimaculatus 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drymoreomys) does not seem to match the animal seen this 

morning. Delomys collinus seem to be out of the question due to the altitude. The animal seen 

seemd rather dark and no stripe was observed. The extremely lugubrious morning may have 

given the animal a darker look than it really has, while a possibly existing stripe may have 

been overlooked. Studies of photos of these two species and others (unfortunately seldomly 

validated) rather indicate D. sublineatus. 

 

 

 
                     Orange-spined Hairy Dwarf Porcupine                            Photo Jailson Johaqyinho Orlandina (with authors camera) 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/29404/0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drymoreomys
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Black Rat   Rattus rattus   

REGUA: In the evening of Nov 23 a guest at the Guapi Assu Bird Lodge, Steve Brooks 

(WILD PARROTS UP CLOSE) mentioned that he had seen a ñchinchilla-greyò animal with a 

tail about half body-length just outside the lodge before I arrived at the Lodge. The following 

evening, Nov 24 I saw this animal briefly together with Steve Brooks, as it came searching for 

food on the gravel, climbed a nearby tree and disappeared in under the roof of the house, just 

like it did the previous two evenings. Fur and behaviour suggest this was a black rat with a cut 

tail.  

REGUA: Matumbo; One specimen of this species was seen in the evening of Dec 5. 

 

 

Orange-spined Hairy Dwarf Porcupine Coendou spinosus  

REGUA: One seen in the garden outside the Research Center on Dec 5 and one seen near the 

ñobservation-tower under constructionò on Dec 6. Both specimen discovered by Jailson 

Johaquinho Orlandina (Barata). 

In the evening of Dec 5, after dark while searching for Amblyonyx in Matumbo together with  

Barata an unpleasant odor, reminiscent of an old man not paying attention to his hygene for at 

least a week, suddenly reached me. On my inquiery Barata informed me that this is the odor 

from Coendou spinosus.  

 

 

Azara´s Agouti  Dasyprocta azarae  

Pantanal: One or two specimen were seen on Nov 3 and 4 around Hotel Fazwnda Pouso 

Allegre, and one or two seen on Nov 6 ï 8 around Canto de Arancua Lodge. 

 

 

          
     Azara´s Agouti                                           Photo Stefan Lithner                Capybara                                                    Photo Stefan Lithner 

 

 

Red-rumped Agouti  Dasyprocta leporina  

REGUA: Brown Trail; One seen on Dec 4 at about 05:00 during spotlighting. 

 

 

Brazilian  Guinea-pig  Cavia aperea   

REGUA; Yellow trail One seen about 04:30 on Dec 4 during spotlighting. 

 

 

Capybara   Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris  

Pantanal: Regularly seen in fairly large numbers during our visit Nov 3 ï 9 

REGUA: A group of over 20 including youg ones also present in and around the wetlands. 
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Amblyonyx*     (Southern Bamboo Rat)   Kannabateomys amblyonyx 

REGUA: Matumbo; In the evening of Dec 5, after dark Jailson Johaquinho Orlandina 

(Barata)  showed me this quite remarkable animal, seeming to prefer to live between one 

meter above the ground and the tops of at least five meters high bamboo-thickets, near water 

in moist tropical atlantic forests. Not a lot is known about the feeding habits of this amnimal. 

F Olmos et al. revealed only two species of bamboo, shots and leaves  from which the animal 

was feeding; the native Guadua angustifolia and the introduced Phyllostachys (Mammalia - 

International Journal of the Systematics, Biology and Ecology of Mammals, vol 57: 3). 

According to http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/10957/0 this species is naturally 

very rare. The ecological density is about 4.28 individuals per km², but by IUCN treated with 

Least Concern. F. Olmos et al. state: ñAlthuogh able to colonize patches of new habitat 

created by man, the dietary specialisation makes the Bamboo Rat vulnerable to the destruction 

of the native rainforest.ò 

*After having experienced this fascinating animal I find it rather remarkable that most 

litterature use the suffix ñ-ratò  in the common name for this species. 

 

 

Puma   Felis  concolor  

REGUA; Wetlands. In the morning of Nov 14 during spotlighting about 04:45 a puma was 

heard wrowling on the far side of the dams. Tracks were frequently found along the edge of 

the dam as well as on the banks of streams and on trails through the forests, some less than  

200 meters from the Research Centre. Biggish cats (Felis) were heard on a few more 

occasions. Also Ocelot (Felis pardalis) and Margay (Felis wiedii) occur in these forests. 

 

 

Jaguarundi   Felis yaguarondi  

REGUA: During dusk-walk along the Yellow- and Brown Trails on Dec 3 a brown specimen 

of this slender elegant cat swiftly crossed the Brown Trail at the site about four meters wide 

between the 1700- and the 1800-meter posts, around 19:15. 

 

 

     
 Crab-eating Fox                                                 Photo Stefan Lithner        Giant Otter                                                         Photo Stefan Lithner 

 

 

Oncilla   Felis tigrinus   

P. N. Itatiaia In the morning of Oct 29 on a path leading to Hotel Simon a specimen of this cat 

appeared on the path in front of the group. It soon made its way into the surrounding forest. 

According to Emmons; Neotropical Rainforest Mammals, this species may be confused with 

two more small spotted cats; Leopardus geoffroyi and Leopardus colocolo. Hewever, recent 

distribution maps indicate that these three species do not occur in the same geographical area. 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/10957/0
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Our local professional guide Ricardo Parrini also reveals that the two latter mentioned species 

do not occur in rainforest.      
 

 

Crab-eating Fox  Cerdocyon thous  

Pantanal: Several specimen were seen during the day as well as during sportlighting around 

Pozo Allegre during Nov 3 ï Nov 5. 

 

 

Giant Otter    Pteronura brasiliensis  

Pantanal: Due to dry season this magnificent species was confined to waters deep enough for 

their convenience. We saw this species four days at three sites during Nov 5 ï Nov 9. 

 

 

Tayra   Eira barbara   

Pantanal: In the morning of Nov 7 a specimen crossed gravel road. 

 

 

South American Coati  Nasua nasua   

Pantanal: This animal was seen several times during the day as well as during spotlighting  

Nov 4 ï Nov 8 

 

 

Crab-eating Raccoon  Procyon cancrivorus  

Pantanal: This species was seen during spotlighting Nov 3 ï Nov 8. 

REGUA: Yellow Trail One specimen was also seen during spotlighting in the evening of Nov 

23 between 19:15 and 21:00. 

 

 

Greater Fishing Bat  Noctilio leporinus  

Pantanal: In the evening of Nov 3 at Hotel Fazenda Pozo Allegre a bat matching this species 

in size and colour was seen flying along the wall of the dining-hall. According to Luiz 

Vicente Campos Filho in charge of the Hotel this species is the largest bat around the house, 

often seen patrolling close to the house. 

REGUA: Wetlands; from the New Hide about 200 meters from  Research Centre a specimen 

was seen in spotlight splashing in the clear waters of the dam on Nov 21 around 20.30, and 

again on Nov 23 shortly after 20.30. 

 

 

      
Seba´s Short-taluied Bat                       Photo Stefan Lithner      Common Vampire                                               Photo Stefan Lithner 
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Common Long-tounged Bat Glossophaga soricina  

Pantanal: In the afternoon of  Nov 4 a few bats were photographed in a shed  at Hotel Fazenda 

Pozo Allegre. This species was identified from these photos by Adarene Motta, UERJ. 

REGUA: Guapi Assu Bird Lodge; In the evening of Nov 21 about 22:30 a medium sized bat 

was seen more or less hanging in the air next to one of the hummingbird-feeders. 

According to Adarené Motta, UERJ, well familiar with the bats on REGUA, this pecies is the 

only one drinking from the hummingbird-feeders at Guapi Assu Bird Lodge. 

 

 

Seba´s Short-tailed Bat  Carollia perspicillata  

Pantanal: In the afternoon of Nov 4 a few bats were photographed in a shed  at Hotel Fazenda 

Pozo Allegre. This species was identified from these photos by Adarene Motta, UERJ. 

REGUA: Wetlands; In the evening of Nov 26 mistnetting for bats was conducted by Adarene 

Motta, UERJ. Three specimen of this species were identified during the evening. 

 

 

Jamaican Fruit Bat  Artibeus jamaicensis  

Pantanal: Hotel Fazenda Pozo Allegre; At dusk on Nov 3 some individuals believed to belong 

to this species were seen hunting around one of the lamps. 

Luiz Vicente Campos Filho in charge of the Hotel states that during the time of our visit this 

was the most common species. At this time of year they come in big groups and fly around 

the light in the beginning of the night. 

 

 

Common Vampire Bat  Desmodus rotundus  

REGUA: Wetlands; in the evening of Nov 26 mistnetting for bats was conducted by Adarene 

Motta, UERJ, three specimen of this species were caught and identified at the same time this 

evening. 

 

 

 
      Pallas´ Mastiff Bat                                                                                                                                                       Photo Stefan Lithner 
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Pallas´ Mastiff Bat  Molossus molossus  

REGUA: Guapi Assu Bird Lodge, Visitors Houses and, Research Center; Several specimen 

were heard an seen here throughout the period. According to Adarene Motta UERJ this is the 

only species that comes into the lodge, Visitots Houses and the Research Center. 

 

 

Argentine Brown Bat  Eptesicus furinalis  

REGUA: Research Centre; During ultra-sound detecting while heterodyning, we caught a 

distinct sound at about 20 kHz strongly reminding me of Eptesicus nilssoni which I am 

familiar with from Sweden. Adarene Motta UERJ immediately recognized this sound as 

belonging to Eptesicus furinalis which is known to be common here. 

 

 

Black Myotis  Myotis nigricans  

Pantanal: In the evening of Nov 3 at Hotel Fazenda Pozo Allegre while utra-sound-detecting, 

heterydyning I picked up a sequence strongly reminiscent of Scandinavian Myotis-species 

hunting (M. mystacinus/Brandti, M. nattereri, M. daubertoni and M. dasycneme). Luiz 

Vicente Campos Filho states that according to bat-scientists from a University in Switzerland 

Myotis nigricans cf. is one of the common bats around the house.  

REGUA: Research Centre; During ultra-sund detecting while heterodyning, at about 30-34 

kHz sequences of three different kinds were heard. One of these strongly reminded me of  

Scandinavian Myotis-species hunting (M. mystacinus/Brandti, M. nattereri, M. daubertoni 

and M. dasycneme). Adarene Motta UERJ immediately recognized this sound as belonging to 

M. nigricans, which according to her is common here.  

 

 

          
     Brown-tufted Capuchin                              Photo Stefan Lithner              White-tufted Marmoset                              Photo Stefan Lithner 

 

 

White-tufted Marmoset  Callithrix jacchus  

REGUA: Individuals seen around Guapi Assau Bird Lodge and Research Center about five 

times during the period Nov 12 ï Dec 7.  

 

 

Black-tailed Marmoset  Callithrix melanura  

Pantanal: Two individuals seen in the forest next to Canto do Arancua Lodge on Nov 7. 

 

 

Brown Tufted Capuchin  Cebus apella   

P. N. Itatiaia: One specimen seen near Ype Lodge on Oct 28 and groups/families were seen in 

Pantanal on Nov 3 and in Campo do Jofre area on Nov 6. 
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Masked Titi    Callicebus personatus  

P. N. Itatiaia: One specimen was seen and at least one heard on Oct 29. 

 

 

 
               Masked Titi                                                                                                                                                Photo Stefan Lithner 

 

 

Black Howler Monkey  Alouatta caraya  

Pantanal: One seen on Nov 7, and several heard almost daily during Nov 3 ï 9. 

 

 

Brown Howler Monkey  Alouatta guariba  

REGUA: Green Trail; one heard at a distant on Nov 16, and a group of several individuals 

creating a magnificent howling concert for about ten or 15 minutes along Red Trail on Dec 6. 

 

 

White-lipped Peccary  Tayassu peccari  

Pantanal; Two specimen were seen on the road to Hotel Fazenda Pouso Alegre on Nov 3. 

 

 

Grey Brocket  Mazama gouazoupira  

Pantanal: About 10 seen on Nov 3, at least two seen on Nov 5, one seen on Nov 1 and two 

seen on Nov 2. 

 

 

Marsh Deer   Blastocerus dichotomus  

Pantanal: Two seen on Nov 4, one seen on Nov 5 and at least six seen on Nov 7. 

 

 

Brazilian Tapir   Tapirus terrestris  

Pantanal: Several sightings during spotlighting; one on Nov 3, one on Nov 4, three on Nov 7, 

one on Nov 8 and one seen in Chapada on Nov 10. 


