Trip report Brazil 1.10.11¢ 7.11.11.

I had never been to South America, but as a fabigfcatsl wanted to try my luck to see and

photograph the big cats of the new Worltaguarand Pumain the wild.

That's why | planned a trip to the Pantanal, Brazil and Torres del Paine, Chile for best chances for both
big cats. Since | am a hobby photographer in general as well, | planned a big three months trip to
South America with my backpack just tgj@y traveling. In total | traveled over more than 20.000 km

by local public bus through Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia and Chile. Main goal was to see as much wildlife
(mammals, birds and other stuff) as possible, but also enjoy the great landscapes aral cultu

highlights of this indeed beautiful part of the world.

During this trip | rented (with others) three times for a short period a rental car of which two times
specifically for watching wildlife. The following report writes down the sightings of allmzdsn most
interesting birds and other specialties to mentifam the part ofBrasil | will report it in following of

the beneath mentioned places, since these are more or less separate to visit and in following of my
trip

Since this was my first time to South America, | was a bit worried about some stories of risks of
robberies. So | thought | will start with a guided jaguar tour. If this would be a successd Isend

my photo's direct home as soon as possible, 'as an insurance'. But in the end during my three months
trip I luckily had no bad moments at all. So it is possible to travel by yourself and visit South America
without any problems. Obviously, as evieogly says, | still would recommend to always mind your
belongings, since | did hear some stories of people who lost their stuff. (at bus station swap of
luggage and a brakia a rental car (just don't leave stuff inside in vision...)).

I hope you will enjg this report and feel free to commend or ask questions!

| specially want to thanlwvww.mammelwatching.confor presenting such worth full trip repast
For me it was of great use and guidance and more or less | picked the right info from several writers.

Best regards,

Janco van Gelderen
Utrecht, Netherlands (Holland), Europe

info/contact:
e-mail: jancovg@hotmail.com

www.pbase.com/jancowildlifephotography
(for all photographic resultsfall my trips)

facebookjanco van gelderen, utrecht area, the Netherlands


http://www.mammelwatching.com/
mailto:jancovg@hotmail.com
http://www.pbase.com/jancowildlifephotography

The different places | visited for wildlife were:

Brazil
Pantanal (northern and southern part, resp. 8 days and 4 days)

Chapa dos Guimareasdays)

Cristalino jungle lodge (Amazon region) (4 days)
Bonito (just 150 km south of Pantanal) (3 days)
Rio de Janeiro / llha Grande (5 days)

Iguacu (Brazilian side, 1 day)
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BRAZIL
northern Pantanal, Cuiaba > Porto Joffre-812011 / 810-2011

| booked on internet a jaguar tour 4 nightS days (of which 4ufl days in a boat). By the agency:
Pantanal Naturei www.pantanalnature.com.br

It was very expensive but | wanted a more or less guarantee of sighting and thought of best chances.
Previous trip reports had almost all a sighting during a three days sthg Beason (Ju$eptember).
It turned out to be a good guess since | had four jaguar sightings on 2 days out of total 4.

My trip started at a small hotel in Cuiaba a bit late at 8.45 instead of the supposed 7.3{pptble
driver/guide was late. | wae bit worried about losing the nice cool and active morning to look for
wildlife since temperature rose quickly and the city birds got already quiet. But anyway my trip
started. Quit surprised about my rather young guide and his rental fiat punto (I egactby4) but

we were on our way to an excellent wildlife area! The 4by4 wasn't really necessary this time of year.

First we drove around 100 km through shrub and farmland and little towns. From then we started a
road more or less into the pantanal. Fiystu pass the last real village Pocone (fuell/gas) and then we
drove on to the wooden post with 'transpantaneira’. Before this you pass here you can see already a
lot of nice birds. From the transpantaneira we saw in the little canals and ponds a latefhirds,

birds of prey and loads off caiman. It is really easy spotting and photographing a nice list of birds.

But be sure, it is a long road of around 150 km to Porto Joffre and since | wanted to take pictures of
almost everything which was ok by myide, it took us finally all day and even the last bit of the road

it was already dark when we arrived in jaguar camp around 19.30. So be prepared not to take too
much time. But seriously almost all birds and most mammals are possible to be seen from the
transpantaneira already! The landscape varies a bit with sometimes little forest or open areas and
always some small ponds and canals along the sides with all kinds of water/wetland birds. The birds
are also quit approachable, good for pictures maybe evest here since approaching is also quit

easy from the car.

| extended my stay in the Pantanal with 3 nights in the Rio Claro lodge (camping) which is halfway the
transpantaneira. That was a good choice for some nice other sightings and some good weghtldri
would recommend to stay at least 2 nights somewhere halfway the transpantaneira.

Since | don't want to make a too long report | just write down and or show the mammals | saw from
the transpantaneira and in the river during boating. | also made saigt# drives on my return. I'll
mark if it was a night drive sighting. Not all mammals | got on pictures, but luckily most | got.



Mammals seen fromtranspantaneiraand /or at Rio Claro lodge

capybara(common from half way)
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river otter (1 crossing road late afternoon)




ocelot 2 at night drive, distant view)

tapir (3 times during nigt drive, roadside)



black howler monkey during walk$

pantanal marmosetsd few during morning walk at Rio Claro loyige



brazilian rabbit L night drivg (no photograph)

fe'ral plgs horsé rldlng

unidentified small rodent,bodyshape liké’ika (mountain roden} on road night drive (no
photograph)



The jaguar camp and boating:
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and everything worked very well. Breakfast is served at 5:30 and around 6 am you leave in the boat

for boating on Rio Cuiaba for trying to get your Jaguar. This is how you spend your time here: all day

in an open boatip and down the river and a lunch break from 1218000, the hottest hours of the

day. When | arrived here there were some other guest who had done some days already. They all had
great sightings of jaguar in the days before, so | was thrilling... Buk&father changed to rainy... not

a good sign (there was one rainy day before and then no jaguar were seen).
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would be. But we took off and where only abdifi minutes up river (it's a 200 meter wide slow

streaming river) the guide pointed at fresh jaguar tracks on a sandbank, but no jaguar. We headed on

and at the end of a very long bend in the river the guide suddenlyjagigar right sidé'. | was really
aK201SR aAy0OS 6S 6SNB 2yfe uwup YAydziSa 2y GNJ} O
mother jaguar with 2 little cubs! She instantly walked off from the grass side into the forest with one

cub. Luckily the other cub stayed at the watersiolehalf a minute and then walked to its mother,

who was already deep in the bush. The circumstances for light were bad for pictures so | only got

moved ones of the adult... But the cub | got clear. So | was out for 30 minutes on a rainy day in the

pantand and had seen what | hoped for! And this felt also definitely as | want more!

We put our Anker in the river and the guide and boatman kept watching the sides, they expected the
jaguar might come again to the side and they were right, it was on a ciifbahd 34 meters high

200 meter up river and we could see it from a distance. She and the cubs were in the open for 2
minutes and again they took off into the woods not to return.

After an hour or so the weather turned dry and sun came through.

Since | wa the only guest the first two days, | could ask for a stop anywhere and enjoy everything |
wanted to photograph: caiman, birds, capybara very easy! We also went to a dead river arm where
we saw giant otters playing and fishing around their den.

The rest dthe day no jaguars, until we were almost back at the lodge and the boatman pointed in
front of the boat >jaguar!. We saw a head swimming 100 meters ahead to the right, indeed it was a
crossing jaguar! | could take some pictures in the last light,cagdkly entered the riverside and in

one jump disappeared in the jungle, so no good frontal view of it, but that was two sightings on my
first day, satisfying!

The next day the weather was nice and everything was the same, boating and looking. Buj nothin
special in the early hours. So it was getting warm and | was more relaxing in the boat... and again the
boatman pointed in front of ugaguat Amazingly a jaguar was swimming across to the left and what
was more cool, there was a very tiny cub swimnbegind! So we got closer and stayed at around 30
meters and saw them swimming to the side. The mother climbed on a tree trunk and directly shouted
at the cub which was 20 meters behind. The cub was getting tired and tried to hook on a floating
piece of wodl, but it kept rolling so it had to continue. The stream made that the cub was getting to
the side 20 meters down where the mother was, she waited in the bush and they were reunited soon
and not to be seen by us... The guide never had seen this beforeveasithrilled by this great

sighting off maybe 2 minutes in total. This was my earliest beer time of thetrip :

In the afternoon | spotted a 3 meter thiekhacondain the riverbank, a special sighting and more
difficult than jaguar told the guide.

Nojaguars were seen by any other boat that day, so we were the lucky ones!

The next two days were not so good, no jaguars... only 2 times a radio call, but when arriving there
which takes time, the jaguar was already back in the bush. | only saw a glimrgspaifed back for a



second. So after 4 days | had my sightings and even very special ones! Not the sightings like most
people do. | heard many stories about half an hour views of a relaxing jaguars on the riverbank. So
maybe | havetoreturn forthata dzi & FIF NJ Fa Yeé LIAOGd2NBA LQY KI LILX

mammals seen from the river during boating:

jaguar @ sightings of which 3 good, but short views, and one glilnpse

jaguar,mother and two cubs



jaguarcrossing river

mother jaguarcrossing river, with cub swimmirgehind.
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giant-river otter (easy around the den (guide will bring you thére)

capybara ¢ommon)




tufted brown Capuchind few sightlngs in tees)

other interesting stuffrreptiles and amphibians:




anaconda (3m)

Brazilian cobra



iguana

caiman(baby)



