Argentina and Southern Chile Tour Report, November :15, 2010

Tour setup and led by FionaR€idFi ona Rei do6és Wiww.fibhaieifl.edarBncount er
Regina Ribeiro, with participants George Smiley, Joanna Lalagderry Waters, Bill Voelker,
Gwen Brewer, and George Jefiontact Fiona dEiona.reid@xplornet.com

Photos by Fiona Reid, Regina Ribeiro and Alfredo Gaztambide (our illustrious driver in Chile)

Tour It inerary

Nov 2 Morning flights arrivedn Buenos AiresWe had anfeernoon trip to CostanarSur (large
city park on harbg. We saw a goodariety of birds but missed theo§@pu that are sometimes
seen here. Some bird highlights included Fulvous Whegstluck, Spoflanked Gallinule with
young, Narrowbilled Woodcreepers near nest hole, Masked Yellowthroat, and Bay@ing.
local guide Lucas Martiwas very helpful and knew the bird3vernight at Hotel Lafayette

Nov 3. Morning flight to Posadas via @entes. Bus trip to San Juloriah( a large estancia 12
km NE of Loreto, on west side of IbeMarshesin the afternoon weisited anibis and spoonbill
roostattheestancia entrancét dusk huge flocks of Bartaced bis arrived, filling the sky

Later we had aight drive and walkThe estanciagrounds are home to Tropical Screech and
Barn Owls, and we also saw a smatiphissnake and a Giantohd. On the night drive we saw
several Marsh Deer, Chilla Fox, and glimpsed a Neotropical River Géterelaas numerous
caiman and Capybaras. Host: Maré&ns, the owner, and Carlos, local guide/driVée. spent

3 nights at this estancia.
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Nov 4.Our morning boat trip on small lake on estancia property was good for birds, including

Least Bittern and Azure Gallinule. We saw a Blatlested Buzzariagleat itsnest near the

lake and also spotted the two caiman species sunning. We caught two species of Piranha in the
lake. Afternoon visit to grassland and forest patch for Black arnd B@wlers. The forest was
littered with armadillo burrows but we didnot
Night walk near main estancia buildings.
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Nov 5.Early walk to ibis roost area, wheewe found a family of Chilla fox and watched young
playing and eating a baby Capybara. After breakfast we docavkarge marsh at north end of
Iberaregion in search of Saffrecowled Backbird and others (Jabiru nest en route). Here we had
great viewsof Greenbarred Woodpecker, nesting Greater Thornbird, andtGhiesapped

Blackbird. We vsited the sleepy littliown of Loreto on way backBetween Loreto and San

Juan Poriahtve saw done femalehowlerin a small treen open habitatShe hid on our
approach.We had anfeernoon outing to ifferent grassland habitat where we saw the Strange
tailed Tyrant.Late evaing we returned to the fox den and saw the parents moving their prey.
Night walk around propertyith views of the owls but no new mammals

Nov 6.Early departure to Posadas airport and return flight toTB®. flight was delayed and
departed later than the original schedfternoon trip to Otamendvas unproductive
(problematic due to late arrival, bus breakdown and very busy, dusty omeSaturday
afternoon). Steak dinner in BA and overnight at Lafayette hotel

Nov 7. Morning flight to Trelew. Pickup by local guide, Jorge, and visit to sewage ponds with
numerous water birds (and tragshjtside TrelewHighlights included Chilean Faingos, Great
and Silvery Grebes, Coscoroba@wmany species of ducks, areté&yrine Falcor.unch in
Puerto MadrynTook coast road via El Doradillo and madeisitwo Southern Sea &n colonyat



Punta LomaHere we also had excefit views of Cuis, amall cavy and breeding Rock Shags
We @ntinued on tdPuerto Pirénidesfor 2 nights with our first views of Right Whales in the
gulf. Night walk at Pirénides.

Southern Sea Lion sprawled "

Nov 8 Morning trip to southern part of ValdéPeninsulavith views of Redbacked Hawk, Mara,
and Guanacos en routnd visit to Elephant Seal rookeatyPunta Delgad&Vatched Guanacos
and Maras en routéfternoon boat trign Golfo Nuevoto see Southern Right Whalesith
excellent close views of mothers and calMeate afternoon visit to Sea Lionagkery at Punta
Piramides with Snowy Sheathbill and other water birds presHight walk at Pir&nideswith a

few spiders and a shlnx moth as highlights
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Southern Right Whale

Nov 9. Visit to Punta Cantr and Caleta Valdésr Elephant Sealgshen north tdPunta Note,
exploringcentral and northern parts of the peninsaldarger Hairy Armadillo put on a great
show for us. In thefeernoonwe drove south to Ganan witha stop atlsla de los Pjaros en route.
We gayed 2nights atthelovely Los Mimbres, a&haca ontheedge of Gaiman.




Nov 10 We drove to Playa Union altookaboat tr i p t o dapbieTh€ o mmer sono
dolphins were very active, bowriding and jumpiAgtew Sauthern Sea Lions were seen at the

harbor. We had a picnic lunch at an Elephaeabrookeryat IslaEscondidaen routevia the

gravel roado Punta Tombo. Visit to penguin colony at Punta Tomideere we got very close

looks at Elegant Crested Bnmo u, Dar wi n6s Rhea and Guanacos,
Magellanic PenguinsNight walk back at Los Mimbregelded many European Hares but no

other mammals

Young male Southern Elephant Seal

Magellanic Penguin after a long day



