Batwatch Big Bend, May 129, 2012, with Fiona Reid and Loren Ammerman

May 12:Flights to San Angelo. On arrivag transferred to Clarion Hotel and later Dr. Ammerman gave
an introduction to her work in Big Bend and logistics of our triplainedtrip to Foster Road Bridge did
not happen as the group was too tired and
some flightsvere delayed.

May 13:We set off about 9 a.m. for Big Bend,
stopping in Fort Stockton for lunch and trip
supplies. On the road shortly after Ft Stockton,
we stopped todok at aBlacktailed Prairie Dog
colony.Near Marathon we sawlule Deerand

| earlier a lonePronghorn We arrived in the park
at about 4 p.m.

1 We sawSierra del Carmen Whitéailed Deer

¢ . on our way to Panther Junction, aRthck
Squirrel(blackheaded racejn the Basm where wehecked in to Chisos Mountain Lodge, Rio Grande
units. We were shown a small group of
California Myotisin a crevice in the
lodge roof.

Later we headed oub Glenn Springs
where we set twdharp traps and
several mist nets. We saBlack Bear
tracks in the creelbed, these were very
fresh as it had rained the previous
night. Netting was slow but we
eventually caught sever&allid bats
andWestern Pipistrellesplus oneCave
Myotis and oneGhostfaced Bat(right).

May 14:In the morning ve wert
birding at Dugput Wells There was little frestanding water. We saw a gooaix of birds but few
wwm  mammals, just desert Cottontailand Blacktailed
Jackrabbit

We had planned to take a long hike to a site known
as Menagerie, up Tornillo Creek, but theather
turned bad and instead we went to Rio Grande.
The wind was incredible, live branches were falling
from the trees, but a lone Vermilion Flycatcher was




foraging contentedly! On our way back to the Basin, the weather improved so we checked another
possible location at Croton Springs, but it was still too windy to net.

May 15:Most of the group headed uphill on the Pinnacles Peak trail in seai€blwha Warbley which
we did eventually see, not far from Emory Peak. 3é® enjoyed Mexicarays and gjhted the large
Davis Mountain Cottontail

In the afternoon we went to Ernst Tinaja, a beautiful locatife

set several nets but only caught bats close to and over the

waterhole.It was a great place to lie back on a rock and watch

free-tails flying ovehead in the setting suWe recordedPallids,

Western Pipistrellesand awWestern Smaflfooted Myotis. Fiona

saw aRingtail and we all saw Respotted Toads. On the way

back to the basin we saw a numberRiacktailed Jackrabbits

andDesert CottontailsTwoa SNNA | YQ& Ywere3deNR 2 wl
by those in the first vehicle.

May 16:In the morning we returned to =
Rio Grande Vdlge, in hops of seeing B S :
Collared Peccaries (locally known as " . ' S

Javelina)We did see Roadrunners, Goldganted and Laddebacked WoodpeckéE a | ODAf f A ONI & ¢
Warbler, Big Ben&liders, and more, but no peccaries. We also stopped at Hot Springs, where we

enjoyed the call and sighting of a Canyon Wren and a Flame Skimmer.

In the afternoon the intrepid contingent set off on the Desert Death March to Menagerie, a 1.5 hour

hike along Tornillo Creek in blazing sun. We saw very little en route, although we found a crossing point
marked with numerous coyote, peccary and deer tracks, plus some raccoon prints. The netting was very
disappointing at first, but picked up after 10:30@n

an insectemergence took plageanaking it difficlt to

untangle bas with small moths and fliemooming in

our headlampsWe addedMVexican Freetail, Big
BrownandHoary Batto our list, and we heard some

of the larger freetails flying over and calling audibly.

On ourwalk back we did not see any new mammals,




but in the parking lot we were serenaded by coyotes as we enjoyed a nice cold beer!

May 17:We went to Sam Nail ranch in the morning, a goo
spot for birds and lizards, then on to Cottonwood
campground near Cadtmn. In the afternoon we went to
Mariscal Mine where we set two harp traps and three mis
nets at and near minentrances. We caught a number of
2 gy &S y-daedBatqrigh), along withFringedand
Cave Myotis and one Pallid. On our way back we had gre
viewsofaa SNNX | YQ& Vnlthé BdrkN@aRea, arid
on the dirt road we saw sever@hihuahuan Pocket Mice.

May 18:In the morning we hiked to Cattail Falls, one of th
prettiest locations we had seen. Here we saw two Black
necked Garter Snakes, but vialed to find the Canyon Treq
Frog. Fiona spotted Rallid Batroosting under a low
boulder, in a space about 6 inches from the grogoelow).
It was all alone in its small roost.

On our return to the Ioge we hadgreat views of a young
R 5‘{

\‘\r




After lunchwe drove to Terlingua and on to Lajitas where we visited a desert museum. We had supper
at the Starlight Theatrgthen returned to the Cattaildfls trail. Part of the group stayed at a streamibe

On their way out they saw @wift Fox Melissa, Fiona an@eorge went up to the Falls and set a couple

of nets. We did not catch any bats, but on our way baeksaw some cusus invertebrategBig Bend

Gold Carapace Tarantula, left, diGiant Vinegaon eating a millipede, right).




